Points of Access Impact Survey 2024
Calhoun County lllinois

Calhoun County Illinois, part of the St. Louis metropolitan area is roughly a 40 mile-long peninsula.
It is surrounded by the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers with primary points of access provided by
three (3) ferry services and the Joe Page Bridge. Flooding and freezing disrupt ferry operations
and bridge access, detrimentally impacting commuting to, from, and within the County.31% of
survey respondents indicated they have considered moving out of Calhoun County because of
access issues. To evaluate point of access impact on Calhoun County IL, community members,

and businesses participated in a survey with the flood of 2019 being a key point of reference.

The following is asummary of the survey results.
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COMMUTING IMPACT I
70% had an increase in 6‘30)

COMIMULE CnE ‘ COST OF LIVING IMPACT
Average commute, 36 minutes

quadruples to 139 minutes | 85% Gas 51% >26% increase
33% Relocated outside of the 32% Food 22% >26% increase
County .

20% Housin 14% >26%
29% Commuted by boat ’ gl ° °

across flooded river(s) increase

13% Took a leave of absence
from their job

HEALTH & WELLNESS IMPACT
[Missed, Cancelled, Deferred]

é 61% Doctors appointments
34% Treatments & therapy

20% experienced
a medical
emergency during
periods of limited
access

27% Prescription drugs

"My daughter had knee

surgery and was not able
@ to access physical

therapy...her knee repair
failed...she was forced to

|
( | have another surgery.
WELL-BEING IMPACT @ ~Amy G.

My husband had a heart
attack & they were unable
to get an ambulance to my
house...he had to be
transported by boat.
~Diane H.
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NON-PROFIT & CIVIC
ORG. IMPACT —
50% Discontinued G
programs/services

16% Have not fully
recovered

31% . |

respondents have
considered
moving out of
Calhoun due to
access issues
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IMPACT ON BUSINESS

47% experienced b

an increase in
operating expense

29% had to lay-
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Restaurants

|
|
|
P . | permanently closed
OIl employces l
12% have not |
fully recovered | UPS..."cannot make 20%
| s‘ of deliveries when the
| .4 ferries close & discontinue
service when the bridge
( | closes.”
FERRY OPERATIONS . - UPS Regional Srv Mar
During the flood of |
2019, the Golden | .
Sl i b | Highway Department
operate for Received ~$950K in
relief aid from FEMA and
k 124 days IMEA. If access issues
are addressed, these
extraneous costs will be
] greatly reduced & our

economic vitality will
improve dramatically

Calhoun County desperately needs
reliable points of access on the
ferry and bridge roadways to
enable our residents and
businesses to thrive. It is

imperative that we address access
issues today, to ensure the

County’'s economic future and long-
term viability.

This survey was
administered by Calhoun Growth
Association the Economic
Development Committee of
Calhoun Community
Foundation. Visit our
Facebook page to learn more
about our programs.
@CalhouniL
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